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The Tenth YORK World Naked Bike Ride, 21st June 2015

For the past decade, an annual protest has taken place in York in response to our roads being 
dominated by the motor car, and how this makes getting around on the most eco-friendly and 
healthy form of transport, the bicycle, much less safe than it should be. The World Naked Bike 
Ride, which happens in over 70 cities in 20 countries, is now almost a 'traditional' way of protesting
the insanity of fossil fuel culture, and the beauty of bicycles and the bodies which power them. 

York celebrates its TENTH ride on Sunday 21st June, leaving Millennium Bridge at 4.30pm.  This 
year's 7.6 mile ride is more city-centre based than some previous rides. The route has been agreed 
by the North Yorkshire Police, who have a duty to facilitate legal protest.  Non-sexual nudity is 
legal in England, and has a long history going back to before Lady Godiva’s protest about taxation 
in the 11th Century. Unlike Lady Godiva, WNBR participants positively want other road users to see
the ride and to remember how vulnerable cyclists are.  Riders paint slogans on their bodies such as 
'Driver, See Me Now?'  a response to one of the most common  excuses made by motorists after 
hitting a cyclist: 'Sorry mate, didn't see you'. 

The riders stop on the cycle path/service road near the Racecourse to remember all cyclists killed 
whilst out riding, and will then pick up participants from the York Rally on the Knavesmire. The 
route continues down Micklegate, Coney Street, and past the Minster, then through backstreets to 
Pavement, Coppergate and Clifford's Tower. After a brief stop, the ride will go along Navigation 
Road, through Hungate, Jewbury, Lord Mayors Walk, Gillygate, over Lendal Bridge and back to 
Millennium Bridge via North Street and Skeldergate.  The ride is expected to take no more than 90 
minutes.

Riders have a dedicated body-painting venue beforehand, and social event afterwards, but to 
celebrate the tenth anniversary, organisers have teamed up with City Screen to promote the 
screening of a new award-winning film, 'Bikes vs Cars', at midday on Sunday. This feature film 
looks at the history of the conflict between car culture and other road users, and shows how 
reducing motor traffic, or stopping it altogether, can benefit many more people. Roads become 
much more accessible public spaces, air pollution drops, communities are reinforced.  The film is 
open to anyone, but film-goers who then participate in the ride and attend the social afterwards will 
receive a £1 discount from the cost of the evening's entertainment.  

The York WNBR is proud to be part of Bike Week, an annual opportunity to promote cycling, and 
show how cycling can easily be part of everyday life by encouraging ‘everyday cycling for 
everyone’. 

Emma James, who participated in her first WNBR last year, said “they’re joyous occasions 
transmitting a deadly serious message”

Tony Minou, WNBR UK Coordinator for  the north of England, offered this view about why the 
rides take place “If we really have to take our clothes off every year simply to prove that we exist 
on the roads, then surely it is time for drivers to change their way of thinking. Until they do, we’ll 
carry on.”
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Notes for Editors

York WNBR's organiser is John Cossham, jscossham@gmail.com, 01904 422344 / 0777 2299 094

YWNBR on facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/york.wnbr/

For more info on the WNBR movement, visit: http://wiki.worldnakedbikeride.org/index.php?
title=Main_Page
and
http://www.worldnakedbikeride.org/

For Bikes vs Cars: http://www.bikes-vs-cars.com/thefilm
and
 https://www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/York_Picturehouse/film/bikes-vs-cars

Bike Week: http://bikeweek.org.uk/event/the-tenth-york-world-naked-bike-ride/
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